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The shortlisted young poets for the Young Poet Laureate 
Programme 2026 for each region (West Yorkshire, North, 
Midlands, London, Southeast and Southwest) are proud to 
present their anthology of original poetry. Together, these 
poems re�ect the diverse experiences, hopes and 
imaginations of young people today.  

Building on the success of the West Yorkshire Young Poet 
Laureate Programme, The National Literacy Trust and the 
National Poetry Centre partnered with the Mayor of West 
Yorkshire Tracy Brabin and National Poet Laureate Simon 
Armitage to inspire the next generation of young poets 
across the country. This anthology is a testament to the 
creativity and hard work of everyone involved, especially 
the talented young poets who have shared their poems 
with us for this publication. 
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Building on the success of the West Yorkshire Young Poet 
Laureate Programme, The National Literacy Trust and the 
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