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Getting started

Thank you for your interest in fundraising for
the National Literacy Trust. This guide will give
you all the ideas and practical information you
need to start planning your own fundraising
and events.

Remember to check in with your organisation
to see if they have any fundraising rules and
regulations that you must consider. For
example, some organisations may require a
risk assessment before planning any
fundraising events.

Your organisation may also offer match
funding too which is an easy way to boost your
fundraising!
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Who are we?

The National Literacy Trust is an independent charity that works with communities, schools and
families who need us the most to empower people with the literacy skills they need to thrive.

Without good levels of literacy, people will be held back at every stage of their life. We need your

1in 8 1ind 3in10

Of children and young people 1-year-olds left primary Children are living in poverty.
from the UK’s most school last year not achieving
disadvantaged communities the expected standard in

don’t own their own book. reading.
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How will my fundraising help?

£100 or more could contribute towards our work in
communities facing the biggest literacy and
poverty challenges in the UK, helping to create

long-term change for children and families.

£280 could inspire a class of children to read for
pleasure through a 10-week motivational
programme working with the Premier League.
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How will my fundraising help?

£600 could enable us to recruit and train 10
business volunteers — enough to help a class of
young people from disadvantaged communities
to improve their communication skills, preparing
them for employment.

£2000 could help us empower 1000 parents of
babies of young children with important
information and practical support on how to
develop their child’s early language, giving them
the best start in life.

National Literacy Trust
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Literacy-themed fundraising ideas

If your office has a book group or an abundance of book-lovers, these could be the perfect fundraising

events for you!

Literacy-themed
scavenger hunt

This is a great event to do with
your colleagues, as you can hide
various literacy-themed
resources around the office, and
everyone can donate a small
amount to enter. These objects
could be everyone’s favourite
books, or they could be items
related to a certain book — it's up
to you!

National Literacy Trust

Dress up!

Why not have a day where
everyone comes into work
dressed up as their favourite
book characters? It's a fun way
to raise money and you can even
get crafty and make your own
costume! Everyone can donate to
attend, and you could even give
out a prize for the best costume.

Book swap

Encourage your colleagues to
bring their unwanted books into
work to swap with someone else’s
second-hand book — everyone
can donate to take a ‘brand new’
book home!
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Books and bakes

Do you like reading? Are you unable to resist a
sweet treat? Books and Bakes is the perfect
fundraising activity for you!

A Books and Bakes event can be whatever you
want it to be!

It could take the form of a book club, where
everyone reads the same book, and you come
together to discuss it over cake. You could
even serve some themed snacks like these
“book worms”!

The possibilities are endless — you can make
this event completely your own.

National Literacy Trust
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https://nlt.cdn.ngo/media/documents/Sweepstake_template.pdf

Quiz night!

A quiz, either in your office or at your local
pub, is a fun way to raise a larger amount of
money in one go.

Ask your colleagues to invite their family and
friends and you’ll have a great night as well as
raise lots of money for the National Literacy
Trust!

Visit our Literacy Pub Quiz webpage to get
started.

National Literacy Trust

Need some inspiration? One of
our star fundraisers, Hew
Darlymple, raised £3,500 through
organising a very successful pub
quiz — read his tricks and tips for

organising your own here.
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https://literacytrust.org.uk/support-us/fundraising/greatest-literacy-quiz-ever/
https://literacytrust.org.uk/support-us/fundraising/community-fundraising/how-to-run-a-successful-charity-pub-quiz/

Office Olympics

Some ideas you

Build team spirit in your office and raise money could try...
to change more life stories through literacy by
hosting an office sports day or workplace

ics!
Olympics! Rubber band
To raise money, you can charge teams a small archery
feetojoinin.

You don’t necessarily need an outdoor space or
sports equipment for this activity either — you
can use items from around the office to create

your activities. Bin basketball
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Get active!

We have lots of great physical fundraising challenges you can get

. . , GRS ST T BRI 0 mr__:vw_& V. i
involved in throughout the year. To find out what events we're '
recruiting for currently, visit our website. u,m},f,w,,s . D/mgmm :
i
4

If you're lucky enough to get your own place in a ballot for an event,
you can still fundraise for us!

Or you could always organise your own active fundraising
challenge if you prefer, why not try one of these ideas:

,,,,,
el 48

* Football or netball match

* Swim
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https://literacytrust.org.uk/support-us/fundraising/challenge-events/
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https://nlt.cdn.ngo/media/documents/A-Z_fundraising_ideas.pdf
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https://nlt.cdn.ngo/media/documents/A-Z_fundraising_ideas.pdf
https://nlt.cdn.ngo/media/documents/A-Z_fundraising_ideas.pdf

Get inspired — The Very Group’s cycling fundraiser

The Very Group, one of our brilliant
corporate partners, organised a
sponsored cycle in aid of the National
Literacy Trust.

They took on an epic 200-mile route,
cycling from their head office centre
in Speke to their fulfilment centre in
the East Midlands... and back again!

This mammoth effort also paid off in
their fundraising, as they were able
to raise over £5,000!
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Payroll giving

Payroll giving is a way of donating to charities tax-free,
directly from your salary. It is something that will need to be
set up by senior management, HR and payroll at your
company, by following these steps:

1. Signup with a

Set up a payroll gift by filling out a form with the agency.

3. The Payroll Giving agency will contact your employer and
set up your gift.

4. Your donation will be deducted from your salary, and the
taxman adds at least 25%.

N

We will receive vital funds to help change more life stories
through literacy.

National Literacy Trust
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/payroll-giving-approved-agencies

Microhive

Donate the pennies from your pay for an easy way to
support us!

Microhive is an affordable and easy way to support
the National Literacy Trust. With the maximum you
can donate each month being 99p, the amount you
give is small, but collectively can make a big
difference to our work.

To sign up:

1.  Check payroll: most UK payroll systems can
support Microhive.

2. Select the National Literacy Trust as your
chosen charity to support.

3. Employees will then be able to sign up via the
Microhive website.
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https://microhive.org.uk/
https://microhive.org.uk/
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Matched funding

Many companies offer matched
funding to any of their employees
who are fundraising for a charity, so
it’s worth checking if your employer
does this as it's an easy way to
boost your fundraising total!
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Support us through your everyday shopping

You can make a difference just by shopping online! By
becoming a supporter of the National Literacy Trust
through our partnership with easyfundraising, you can help
us raise free funding for our work supporting the literacy

development of people in the UK’s most disadvantaged MOre thCIn 8 OOO
J

communities.

Get started by registering with easyfundraising, and then retqllers are
when you next making an online purchase, instead of going reglstered Wlth

directly to their website, you start at easyfundraising’s site

or app. From there, when you shop, a percentage of your eqsyfundrqiSing

purchase goes directly to the National Literacy Trust. It’s
that easy!
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How to pay in your money

There are a couple of ways that you can get the money you've raised to us...

Donate via our
website

Deposit the money you
have raised in your bank
account and donate
here.

Don’t forget to let us
know how you raised the
money so we can thank
you properly.
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https://www.justgiving.com/create-page/?sessionId=88e9640
https://literacytrust.org.uk/support-us/fundraising/fundraisingtoolkit/
https://literacytrust.org.uk/support-us/fundraising/fundraisingtoolkit/
https://literacytrust.org.uk/donate/
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Meet Helen and James

Having a baby can be one of the most special things y
prematurely, suddenly you’re prevented from bonding
expect...

Helen and newborn baby James spent the first months
of his life on the Neonatal Unit. For Helen, it was
distressing not to be able to hold her tiny baby, who
was taken away for life-giving treatment as soon as he
was born.

Helen then met Allison, her local Hub Manager for the
National Literacy Trust in Middlesbrough, and Sue, a
Northern Bliss Coordinator, who encouraged Helen to
read aloud to James as a way of bonding with him.

Helen felt silly at first, but then as James started to
respond to her voice, Helen began to feel closer to her
baby and started reading to him every day. James is
now a happy and healthy 8-year-old and the family
have stayed in touch with the National Literacy Trust
ever since.
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National Literacy Trust

Ten years on from supporting James
and Helen, the National Literacy
Trust now helps parents' bond with
their babies in Neonatal Units across
the UK.

Your support helps us to continue
giving all children the best start in
life, no matter where they were born
or what economic background they
were born into.

26/08/2025
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Need more inspiration?

* Check out the quirky and creative ways
people have raised money for the
National Literacy Trust here: Supporter
fundraising stories | National Literacy

a Trust.

y_ o
i * Access more ideas and practical support
by visiting our Fundraising toolkit or

emailing us at
fundraise@literacytrust.org.uk.

National Literacy Trust 26/08/2025
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