
W: literacytrust.org.uk/water-stories  @BhamStories   #BirminghamStories 
This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 4.0 International 
License. © 2021 Michaela Mahlberg & David Hannah  
 

   

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

1. To access ChiLit, the 19th century corpus of children’s fiction, go to 
https://clic.bham.ac.uk/ 
 

2. Go to the concordance tab  

3. Select ‘ChiLit’ from the drop-down  

4. Put ‘water’ into the search box, and hit RETURN 

5. You will get a concordance, i.e. a list of occurrences of  

the word water.  You can order the lines alphabetically  

on the left or right by clicking on these arrows.  

6. Look at the different adjectives in front of water – in the example below cold shows 
water is used to wash in (line 252), it is used to wake people up (line 256), it revives 
people (line 260) and it is refreshing (line 264). Also look at other constructions 
around water and describe examples of different types of situations where water is 
referred to.  
 

 

 

 

Activity: Let’s look at the word water in a whole bunch of stories! 

The word water appears to be a straightforward and uncomplicated word. Everyone knows 
what water means, right? With this activity we take a closer look at different roles water can 
play in fiction. The texts we look at are selection of classic children’s fiction (e.g. Alice in 
Wonderland, Black Beauty, The Jungle Book). 
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