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Pub quiz questions and answers 

 

Round 1: General (literary) knowledge 

1. Who won the Man Booker prize in 2020? CLUE: Their book depicts a boy growing up in 1980s 

Glasgow… 

Answer: Douglas Stuart 

2. How many people in the UK were active borrowers from their local library in 2019-20? A) 7.3 

million, B) 6.5 million, C) 5.5 million. 

Answer: A) 7.3 million 

3. What’s Where’s Wally? called in the USA? 

Answer: Where’s Waldo? 

4. What county did Harry Potter grow up in? 

Answer: Surrey 

5. What London street did Sherlock Holmes live on? 

Answer: Baker Street 

6. How many physical books were sold last year in the UK? A) 100 million, B) 550 million, C) 669 

million 

Answer: C) 669 million 

7. Which London children’s hospital was left the copyright for Peter Pan in the author’s will? 

Answer: Great Ormond Street Hospital 

8. Which online automated translation website is named after a creature from The Hitch Hiker’s 

Guide to the Galaxy? 

Answer: Babelfish  

9. The plot of the film 10 Things I Hate About You was based on which Shakespeare play? 

Answer: The Taming of the Shrew 

10. Which Welsh town is famous for its annual book festival? 

Answer: Hay-on-Wye 

Score out of 10 

 

Round 2: History 

1. Sebastian Faulkes’ Birdsong follows a British soldier as he fights in the trenches during World 

War One. How many British soldiers died during World War One? A) 550,000, B) £750,000, C) 

870,000 

Answer: B) 750,000 

2. To Kill a Mockingbird is set in the deep south of the USA, when segregation was the norm. 

Brown vs. Board of Education was the landmark Supreme Court case which ruled that 
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segregation of children in public schools was unconstitutional. What year did this occur? A) 

1952, B) 1956, C) 1954 

Answer: C) 1954 

3. Jung Chang’s Wild Swans depicts the lives of three generations of women during the rise of 

Chairman Mao in China. What was the name of the movement championed by Mao that was 

introduced in an attempt to improve agricultural and industrial production in China, but instead 

resulted in a country-wide famine? 

Answer: ‘The Great Leap Forward’ 

4. George Orwell recounted his experiences of the Spanish civil war in his book Homage to 

Catalonia. But what year did the war start? 

Answer: 1936 

5. In Shakespeare’s Henry V, the king utters the famous phrase ‘Once more, unto the breach, dear 

friends’, during the siege of Harfleur. What is the name of the war this took place in? 

Answer: The Hundred Years War 

6. In what modern-day country have archaeologists found the supposed ruins of Troy? 

Answer: Turkey 

7. Famous Russian novel Doctor Zhivago was first published in 1957. But who was leader of the 

Soviet Union at the time? 

Answer: Khrushchev 

8. Whose autobiographical work had the original Dutch title of Het Achterhuis, literally, ‘The 

Diary’? 

Answer: Anne Frank 

9. Which British Prime Minister is the only one to have won a Nobel prize for literature? 

Answer: Winston Churchill 

10. Dickens’ novels drew the middle classes’ attention to the plight of the poor in Victorian Britain. 

But in what decade was the last workhouse closed in the UK? A) 1890s, B) 1900s, C) 1930s 

Answer: C) 1930s 

Score out of 10 

 

Round 3: Geography 

1. On what Greek island is Captain Corelli’s Mandolin set? 

Answer: Cephalonia 

2. Heart of Darkness, by Joseph Conrad, is set in the Congo. What is the capital city of the modern- 

day Democratic Republic of the Congo? 

Answer: Kinshasa  

3. What are the cities in Charles Dickens’ A Tale of Two Cities? 

Answer: London and Paris (1 point for each) 

4. In which English county is Wuthering Heights by Emily Brontë set?  

Answer: Yorkshire 
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5. In HG Wells’ War of the Worlds, the Martians first land near which Surrey commuter town? 

Answer: Woking 

6. Name the mountains Amir and his father escape across the Afghan border to Pakistan in The 

Kite Runner. 

Answer: Hindu Kush 

7. In which American state is Maya Angelou’s I know why the caged bird sings set? 

Answer: Arkansas 

8. In Journey to the Centre of the Earth, the subterranean explorers find their way back to the 

surface through one of Italy’s three active volcanoes. Can you name which one? A) Mount Etna, 

B) Mount Vesuvius, C) Stromboli 

Answer: C) Stromboli 

9. In what fictional country is Anthony Hope’s book The Prisoner of Zenda set? A) Lilliput, B) 

Ruritania, C) Utopia 

Answer: B) Ruritania 

10. Robert Louis Stephenson’s ‘Kidnapped’ is set in what part of Scotland? 

Answer: Highlands (Ballaculish) 

Score out of 11 

 

Round 4: Film 

1. Which macabre book adaptation of Jane Austen’s Pride and Prejudice was made into a film in 

2016, starring Lily James? 

Answer: Pride and Prejudice and Zombies 

2. Which knighted film actor starred in the film adaptations of the works of both Bram Stoker and 

J. R. R. Tolkien? 

Answer: Sir Christopher Lee 

3. What was the first Stephen King book to be adapted as a film? 

Answer: Carrie 

4. What is the name of the mathematician whose biography became the movie A Beautiful Mind, 

starring Russell Crowe? 

Answer: John Forbes Nash, Jr. 

5. What’s the name of the computer in 2001: A Space Odyssey. 

Answer: HAL 9000 

6. What famous Parisian gallery does The Da Vinci Code start in? 

Answer: Louvre 

7. In what country where the TV adaptation of Game of Thrones was partly filmed can you go and 

sit in the famous Iron Throne from the series?  

Answer: Croatia 

8. Who voices the anthropomorphised fox in Wes Andersen’s adaptation of Roald Dahl’s Fantastic 

Mr Fox? 
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Answer: George Clooney 

9. Renée Zellweger played which British children’s author in the 2006 film? 

Answer: Beatrix Potter 

10. What is the Royal Navy rank of James Bond? 

Answer: Commander 

Score out of 10 

 

Round 5: Sport 

1. Tom Brown’s Schooldays is set in Rugby School, where the eponymous game is reputed to have 

originated in the early nineteenth century. But in which decade of the twentieth century was 

the first rugby world cup held? 

Answer: 1980’s 

2. Moneyball: The Art of Winning an Unfair Game by Michael Lewis is about a baseball team who 

use a data-driven approach to assembling a competitive team on a budget. But what is the 

name of the team? A) Detroit Tigers, B) Toronto Blue Jays, C) Oakland Athletics  

Answer: C) Oakland Athletics 

3. First published in 1863, what is the name of the publisher of The Annual Cricketers’ Almanack? 

Answer: Wisden 

4. What football team does the title of David Pearce’s Damned United and subsequent film of the 

same name refer to? 

Answer: Leeds United 

5. Which famous sportsperson wrote an autobiography entitled The Soul of a Butterfly? 

Answer: Muhammad Ali 

6. Suzie Wrack’s recent book The Women’s Game: The Rise, Fall and the Rise Again of Women’s 

Soccer traces the ups and downs of women’s football. But what year was the first international 

women’s football game played between England and Scotland? A) 1851, B) 1881, C) 1921 

Answer: B) 1881 

7. What position did Sherlock Holmes author Arthur Conan Doyle play in for Portsmouth 

Association Football Club? 

Answer: Goalkeeper 

8. In the film Goldfinger, James Bond wins a game of golf against Goldfinger for a recovered Nazi 

gold bar. But how does James Bond trick Goldfinger into losing the game? 

Answer: He switches Goldfinger’s ball meaning that his shot won’t count 

9. Enid Blyton’s Mallory Towers books feature characters playing lacrosse. But how many players 

are there on the pitch for each team? A) 7, B) 10, C) 12 

Answer: B) 10 

10. Dick Francis has written over 40 novels about horseracing in the last 40 years, but in what 

decade did the first horse race take place at Ascot? A) 1600s, B) 1700s, C) 1800s 

Answer: B) 1700s 
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Score out of 10 

 

Round 6: Picture Round 

1. Zadie Smith 

2. Margaret Attwood 

3. Malorie Blackman 

4. James Baldwin 

5. Neil Gaiman 

6. Salman Rushdie 

7. Franz Kafka 

8. Kazuo Ishiguro 

9. Alice Walker 

10. Sylvia Plath 

Score out of 10 

 

 

 

 


