Young Poet Laureate Programme

Key Stage 2 Poetry Resource Bank

Welcome to our Poetry Resource Bank, a curated collection designed specifically
for teachers to bring the power of poetry into the classroom.

The resources are grouped into three broad themes: Home, Place and Society;
Identity and Family; and Emotions and Feelings. There is also an additional section
at the end for Key Stage 2 related to Words and Language as well as poetry
suggestions for Lesson 3: Shape and Structure.

Each section offers a gateway to explore poetry through listening, reading and
experiencing its rhythm and resonance. Whether you're introducing students to
spoken word, exploring cultural voices, or unpacking emotional depth, these
materials are a springboard for deeper engagement.

This is just a short selection of what's possible; there is so much more to be found.
Consider encouraging students to bring in poems or poets that they connect with,
including the lyrics of their favourite songs, as a way of linking personal interests
to poetic form. We hope they inspire meaningful discussions, creative responses
and a love of poetry that comes alive through performance and presence.

Note for teachers

Poetry can explore complex themes, and, for many, it can be an outlet for
expressing personal issues or emotions. Teachers should always pre-read or pre-
watch a poem to ensure it's appropriate for their class, avoiding content that may
be triggering or trauma-inducing. In writing, some students may also explore
difficult emotions, so it's important to stay alert and follow your school's
safeguarding policy if any concerns arise.

Theme: Home, place and society

Poem Written version link or Poetic devices/style
book link
The Save The Planet The Save The Planet Song - Rap. rhyme, rhythm,
Song by MC Grammar MC Grammar: Song Lyrics, set to music

Music Videos & Concerts

EﬂtebMI
Trust

Change your story National
Poetry Centre


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FreR7ZhqRQQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FreR7ZhqRQQ
https://www.shazam.com/song/1590372024/the-save-the-planet-song
https://www.shazam.com/song/1590372024/the-save-the-planet-song
https://www.shazam.com/song/1590372024/the-save-the-planet-song

Winter Fall by Karl Nova

Rhythm and Poetry (Poetry
Caboodle) : Karl Nova:
Amazon.co.uk: Books

Spoken word, rhyme,
rhythm

Night Flight by Laura
Mucha

Night Flight — Laura Mucha

Alliteration,
assonance, metaphor,
simile, rhyme

In the Quiet of the Trees

In the Quiet of the Trees |

by Kate Wakeling

Centre for Literacy in

Primary Education

Feelings, imagery,
similes

The Patio by Julio
Serrano Echeverria —
English translation
The Patio by Julio
Serrano Echeverria —
Spanish original

The Patio | Centre for
Literacy in Primary

Education

Imagery, rhyme, simile

Bush Fire by Jackie Kay

Bush fire | Centre for

Literacy in Primary

Education

Alliteration, metaphor,
repetition, rhyme,
simile

Our House by Matt
Goodfellow

The Final Year: Winner of
the CLiPPA (CLPE
Children's Poetry Award)
2024 : Matt Goodfellow,
Joe Todd-Stanton:
Amazon.co.uk: Books

Alliteration, imagery,
metaphor, repetition

Everyone Comes From

Everyone Comes From

Somewhere by Michael
Rosen

Somewhere | Centre for

Literacy in Primary

Education

Assonance, imagery,
repetition, rhyme
rhythm

First Day by Matt

First Day | Centre for

Feelings, imagery,

Goodfellow Literacy in Primary metaphor, rhyme,
Education rhythm, simile

Home by Zohab Zee Performance piece Alliteration, imagery,

Khan metaphor, simile,

personification,
repetition, spoken
word, mixed languages

National

Litel
Trust

¥

National
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https://clpe.org.uk/videos/video/karl-nova-winter-fall
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Rhythm-Poetry-Caboodle-Karl-Nova/dp/0995488541
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Rhythm-Poetry-Caboodle-Karl-Nova/dp/0995488541
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Rhythm-Poetry-Caboodle-Karl-Nova/dp/0995488541
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QOSXhvxevK8
https://lauramucha.com/poetry/night-flight/
https://vimeo.com/943467228?fl=pl&fe=vl
https://clpe.org.uk/poetry/poems/quiet-trees
https://clpe.org.uk/poetry/poems/quiet-trees
https://clpe.org.uk/poetry/poems/quiet-trees
https://vimeo.com/941236330?fl=pl&fe=vl
https://vimeo.com/941265531?fl=pl&fe=vl
https://clpe.org.uk/poetry/poems/patio
https://clpe.org.uk/poetry/poems/patio
https://clpe.org.uk/poetry/poems/patio
https://clpe.org.uk/videos/video/jackie-kay-bush-fire
https://clpe.org.uk/poetry/poems/bush-fire
https://clpe.org.uk/poetry/poems/bush-fire
https://clpe.org.uk/poetry/poems/bush-fire
https://vimeo.com/943457615?fl=pl&fe=vl
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Final-Year-Matt-Goodfellow/dp/1915659043
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Final-Year-Matt-Goodfellow/dp/1915659043
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Final-Year-Matt-Goodfellow/dp/1915659043
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Final-Year-Matt-Goodfellow/dp/1915659043
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Final-Year-Matt-Goodfellow/dp/1915659043
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Final-Year-Matt-Goodfellow/dp/1915659043
https://vimeo.com/625823548?fl=pl&fe=vl
https://vimeo.com/625823548?fl=pl&fe=vl
https://clpe.org.uk/poetry/poems/everyone-comes-somewhere
https://clpe.org.uk/poetry/poems/everyone-comes-somewhere
https://clpe.org.uk/poetry/poems/everyone-comes-somewhere
https://clpe.org.uk/poetry/poems/everyone-comes-somewhere
https://vimeo.com/710151138?fl=pl&fe=vl
https://clpe.org.uk/poetry/poems/first-day
https://clpe.org.uk/poetry/poems/first-day
https://clpe.org.uk/poetry/poems/first-day
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WN8WXM3zsVY

Sun is Laughing by Grace
Nichols

Sun is laughing | Centre for

Literacy in Primary

Education

personification

Keepy-Uppy Kid by
Rachel Rooney

A Kid in My Class: Poems :
Rachel Rooney, Chris
Riddell, Chris Riddell:
Amazon.co.uk: Books

Rhythm, rhyme,
repetition

Theme: Identity and family

Poem

Written version link

Poetic devices/style

Poetic Devices by

Testament

Microsoft Word - Poetic
Devices by Testament
MC.docx

Rap, rhyme, rhythm,
word play

Haircut Rap by Valerie
Bloom

Haircut Rap | Centre for

Literacy in Primary

Education

Rap, rhythm, rhyme,

Readers are Leaders by
MC Grammar

MC Grammar - Readers

Are L eaders Lyrics - Lyrics

On Demand

Rap, rhythm, rhyme

The World Book Day by MC
Grammar

MC Grammar - The World
Book Day Song! lyrics |

Musixmatch

Rap, rhythm, rhyme

Addicted to Chicken by
Joshua Seigal

Amazon.co.uk:ldon't
like poetry

Rhyme, rhythm,
repetition, rap

Hand on the Bridge by
Michael Rosen

The rhythm of life |
Centre for Literacy in

Primary Education

Repetition, rhyme,
rhythm

My Treasures by Kate

Wakeling

My Treasures | Centre

for Literacy in Primary

Education

Rhyme, rhythm

My Heart Beats, | Dance

My Heart Beats. | Dance |

by Stephen Lightbown

Centre for Literacy in

Primary Education

Feelings, imagery,
metaphor, repetition,
rhythm

You are by Valerie Bloom

You Are | Centre for

Alliteration, assonance,

National

Change your story
Poetry Centre

(metaphor) Literacy in Primary imagery, metaphor,
Education rhyme
National *
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https://clpe.org.uk/videos/video/grace-nichols-sun-laughing
https://clpe.org.uk/poetry/poems/sun-laughing
https://clpe.org.uk/poetry/poems/sun-laughing
https://clpe.org.uk/poetry/poems/sun-laughing
https://vimeo.com/331678828
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Kid-My-Class-Rachel-Rooney/dp/1910959871
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Kid-My-Class-Rachel-Rooney/dp/1910959871
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Kid-My-Class-Rachel-Rooney/dp/1910959871
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Kid-My-Class-Rachel-Rooney/dp/1910959871
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FWwFBGOBAQI&list=RDFWwFBGOBAQI&start_radio=1
https://balikis.weebly.com/uploads/1/1/1/9/111974239/l1_-_poetic_devices_by_testament_mc.pdf
https://balikis.weebly.com/uploads/1/1/1/9/111974239/l1_-_poetic_devices_by_testament_mc.pdf
https://balikis.weebly.com/uploads/1/1/1/9/111974239/l1_-_poetic_devices_by_testament_mc.pdf
https://clpe.org.uk/videos/video/valerie-bloom-haircut-rap
https://clpe.org.uk/poetry/poems/haircut-rap
https://clpe.org.uk/poetry/poems/haircut-rap
https://clpe.org.uk/poetry/poems/haircut-rap
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D4KsPSaJ4Y0
https://www.lyricsondemand.com/mc_grammar/readers_are_leaders
https://www.lyricsondemand.com/mc_grammar/readers_are_leaders
https://www.lyricsondemand.com/mc_grammar/readers_are_leaders
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZpTkjssrL4k
https://www.musixmatch.com/lyrics/MC-Grammar/The-World-Book-Day-Song
https://www.musixmatch.com/lyrics/MC-Grammar/The-World-Book-Day-Song
https://www.musixmatch.com/lyrics/MC-Grammar/The-World-Book-Day-Song
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OQHy_AN_39g
https://www.amazon.co.uk/s?k=I+don%27t+like+poetry&crid=36XCDHKY9YWUW&sprefix=i+don%27t+like+poetry%2Caps%2C350&ref=nb_sb_noss_1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/s?k=I+don%27t+like+poetry&crid=36XCDHKY9YWUW&sprefix=i+don%27t+like+poetry%2Caps%2C350&ref=nb_sb_noss_1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N4sCaAFkcwI
https://clpe.org.uk/poetry/poems/rhythm-life
https://clpe.org.uk/poetry/poems/rhythm-life
https://clpe.org.uk/poetry/poems/rhythm-life
https://vimeo.com/943469143?fl=pl&fe=vl
https://clpe.org.uk/poetry/poems/my-treasures
https://clpe.org.uk/poetry/poems/my-treasures
https://clpe.org.uk/poetry/poems/my-treasures
https://vimeo.com/943448184?fl=pl&fe=vl
https://clpe.org.uk/poetry/poems/my-heart-beats-i-dance
https://clpe.org.uk/poetry/poems/my-heart-beats-i-dance
https://clpe.org.uk/poetry/poems/my-heart-beats-i-dance
https://vimeo.com/705910877?fl=pl&fe=vl
https://clpe.org.uk/poetry/poems/you-are
https://clpe.org.uk/poetry/poems/you-are
https://clpe.org.uk/poetry/poems/you-are

The Quiet Child by Liz
Brownlee

The Quiet Child | Centre
for Literacy in Primary

Education

Metaphor,
personification, rhyme,
rhythm

Your Climb by Oliver
Sykes

Your Climb | Centre for

Literacy in Primary

Education

Rhyme, rhythm

Hide and Seek by Matt
Goodfellow (list poem)

Hide and Seek | Centre
for Literacy in Primary

Education

Repetition, rhyme,
rhythm, list

The Patio Gutter by Julio
Serrano Echeverria —

English translation
The Patio Gutter by Julio
Serrano Echeverria —

Spanish original

The Patio Gutter |
Centre for Literacy in

Primary Education

Feelings, imagery, rhyme,
simile

Nothing to Do by Valerie

Bloom

Nothing to Do | Centre
for Literacy in Primary

Education

Assonance, imagery,
rhyme, rhythm

What'’s in a name? by

Brian Bilston

What’s in a Name? |

Centre for Literacy in

Primary Education

Feelings, rhyme, rhythm,
stanzas

Theme: Emotions and feelings

Poem

Written version link

Poetic devices/style

Beautiful Ambition by
Karl Nova
(self-belief, resilience)

Premier League Primary

Stars | Film: Beautiful
Ambition

Alliteration, imagery,
metaphor,
personification, rhythm,
spoken word

Goal by Steven Camden

Goal | Centre for

Literacy in Primary

Education

Free verse

The Unspeakable Feeling

The Unspeakable Feeling

by Kate Wakeling

(embarrassment)

| Centre for Literacy in

Primary Education

Alliteration, imagery,
metaphor, repetition

National

Litel
Trust

¥

National

Change your story
Poetry Centre



https://clpe.org.uk/videos/video/liz-brownlee-quiet-child
https://clpe.org.uk/poetry/poems/quiet-child
https://clpe.org.uk/poetry/poems/quiet-child
https://clpe.org.uk/poetry/poems/quiet-child
https://vimeo.com/1073971192?fl=pl&fe=vl
https://clpe.org.uk/poetry/poems/your-climb
https://clpe.org.uk/poetry/poems/your-climb
https://clpe.org.uk/poetry/poems/your-climb
https://clpe.org.uk/videos/video/matt-goodfellow-blackbirds
https://clpe.org.uk/poetry/poems/hide-and-seek
https://clpe.org.uk/poetry/poems/hide-and-seek
https://clpe.org.uk/poetry/poems/hide-and-seek
https://vimeo.com/941236582?fl=pl&fe=vl
https://vimeo.com/941265093?fl=pl&fe=vl
https://clpe.org.uk/poetry/poems/patio-gutter
https://clpe.org.uk/poetry/poems/patio-gutter
https://clpe.org.uk/poetry/poems/patio-gutter
https://vimeo.com/681085374?fl=pl&fe=vl
https://clpe.org.uk/poetry/poems/nothing-do
https://clpe.org.uk/poetry/poems/nothing-do
https://clpe.org.uk/poetry/poems/nothing-do
https://vimeo.com/1076214726?fl=pl&fe=vl
https://clpe.org.uk/poetry/poems/whats-name
https://clpe.org.uk/poetry/poems/whats-name
https://clpe.org.uk/poetry/poems/whats-name
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4fqUpeNa-LU
https://plprimarystars.com/audio-transcription/beautiful-ambition-film
https://plprimarystars.com/audio-transcription/beautiful-ambition-film
https://plprimarystars.com/audio-transcription/beautiful-ambition-film
https://vimeo.com/331779314?fl=pl&fe=vl
https://clpe.org.uk/poetry/poems/goal
https://clpe.org.uk/poetry/poems/goal
https://clpe.org.uk/poetry/poems/goal
https://vimeo.com/943474088?fl=pl&fe=vl
https://clpe.org.uk/poetry/poems/unspeakable-feeling
https://clpe.org.uk/poetry/poems/unspeakable-feeling
https://clpe.org.uk/poetry/poems/unspeakable-feeling

The Greatest Day by
Stephen Lightbown

(exhilaration, freedom)

The Greatest Day |
Centre for Literacy in

Primary Education

Feelings, imagery,
metaphor, simile

Sadness by Nikita Gill,
read by Karl Nova
(sadness, acceptance)

Sadness | Centre for

Literacy in Primary

Education

Feelings, imagery,
repetition

Talking to Tomorrow by

Ruth Awolola, read by
Karl Nova (excitement,
anticipation)

Talking to Tomorrow |

Centre for Literacy in

Primary Education

Imagery, personification,
rhyme, rhythm

It's Like This by Karl Nova
(good surprises)

It's Like This | Centre for
Literacy in Primary

Education

Imagery, metaphor,
rhyme, simile

Ache by Coral Rumble,
read by Karl Nova (being
left out, isolation)

Ache | Centre for

Literacy in Primary

Education

Feelings, rhyme, rhythm

Argument by Joseph
Coehlo (anger, conflict)

Amazon.co.uk:

Overheard in a Tower
block

Feelings, simile

Words and language

Poem

Written version link

Poetic devices/style

Words that make me
smile by Laura Mucha

Words that make me
smile — Laura Mucha

Alliteration, rhyme,
rhythm

Zest by Colette Hiller

Zest | Centre for
Literacy in Primary
Education

Calligram, rhyme,
rhythm, word play

Querulous by Colette
Hiller

Querulous | Centre for
Literacy in Primary
Education

Rhyme, rhythm, word
play

Iridescent by Colette
Hiller

Iridescent | Centre for
Literacy in Primary
Education

Imagery, rhyme, rhythm,
word play

Alliteration by Colette
Hiller

Alliteration | Centre for
Literacy in Primary
Education

Alliteration, rhyme,
rhythm, word play

National

Litel
Trust

¥

National

Change your story
Poetry Centre



https://vimeo.com/943449879?fl=pl&fe=vl
https://clpe.org.uk/poetry/poems/greatest-day
https://clpe.org.uk/poetry/poems/greatest-day
https://clpe.org.uk/poetry/poems/greatest-day
https://vimeo.com/943471281?fl=pl&fe=vl
https://clpe.org.uk/poetry/poems/sadness
https://clpe.org.uk/poetry/poems/sadness
https://clpe.org.uk/poetry/poems/sadness
https://vimeo.com/943472909?fl=pl&fe=vl
https://clpe.org.uk/poetry/poems/talking-tomorrow
https://clpe.org.uk/poetry/poems/talking-tomorrow
https://clpe.org.uk/poetry/poems/talking-tomorrow
https://vimeo.com/943467710?fl=pl&fe=vl
https://clpe.org.uk/poetry/poems/its
https://clpe.org.uk/poetry/poems/its
https://clpe.org.uk/poetry/poems/its
https://vimeo.com/943464114?fl=pl&fe=vl
https://clpe.org.uk/poetry/poems/ache
https://clpe.org.uk/poetry/poems/ache
https://clpe.org.uk/poetry/poems/ache
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5KgXFyu97Ck
https://www.amazon.co.uk/s?k=Overheard+in+a+Tower+block&crid=2IOOQGSVINCTA&sprefix=overheard+in+a+tower+block%2Caps%2C190&ref=nb_sb_noss_1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/s?k=Overheard+in+a+Tower+block&crid=2IOOQGSVINCTA&sprefix=overheard+in+a+tower+block%2Caps%2C190&ref=nb_sb_noss_1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/s?k=Overheard+in+a+Tower+block&crid=2IOOQGSVINCTA&sprefix=overheard+in+a+tower+block%2Caps%2C190&ref=nb_sb_noss_1
https://lauramucha.com/poetry/words-that-make-me-smile/
https://lauramucha.com/poetry/words-that-make-me-smile/
https://vimeo.com/1076709902?fl=pl&fe=vl
https://clpe.org.uk/poetry/poems/zest
https://clpe.org.uk/poetry/poems/zest
https://clpe.org.uk/poetry/poems/zest
https://vimeo.com/1076710443?fl=pl&fe=vl
https://clpe.org.uk/poetry/poems/querulous
https://clpe.org.uk/poetry/poems/querulous
https://clpe.org.uk/poetry/poems/querulous
https://vimeo.com/1076711932?fl=pl&fe=vl
https://clpe.org.uk/poetry/poems/iridescent
https://clpe.org.uk/poetry/poems/iridescent
https://clpe.org.uk/poetry/poems/iridescent
https://vimeo.com/1076713531?fl=pl&fe=vl
https://clpe.org.uk/poetry/poems/alliteration
https://clpe.org.uk/poetry/poems/alliteration
https://clpe.org.uk/poetry/poems/alliteration

Suggestions to support Key Stage 2 Lesson 3: Structure and Shape

Poem Written version link Poetic devices/style

Freedom Poem by Freedom Poem | Centre | Free verse
Michaela Morgan for Literacy in Primary

Education
| am a writer by Joseph Joseph Coelho-lama List poem
Coehlo writer | Centre for

Literacy in Primary

Education
Frog Haiku (The Old The old pond by Matsuo | Haiku
Pond) | Matsuo Basho Basho - Hello Poetry
Nature by Joseph National Poetry Day Acrostic
Coehlo 2022 — Live Lesson -

BBC Teach
Meander by Colette Meander | Centre for Shape poem
Hiller Literacy in Primary

Education
Free by Kate Wakeling Free | Centre for Repetition

Literacy in Primary

Education
The Sound Collector by | The sound collector | Rhyme
Rodger McGough Centre for Literacy in

Primary Education
Goldilocks on CCTV by Goldilocks on CCTV | Narrative
John Agard Centre for Literacy in

Primary Education
The Treasures by Clare The Treasures by Clare Dialogue

Bevan

Bevan | Centre for
Literacy in Primary
Education

Find many more inspirational poems on these websites: CLPE | Centre for

Literacy in Primary Education

El?nteioMI
Trust

National

Change your story
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https://clpe.org.uk/videos/video/michaela-morgan-freedom-poem-npd-2017
https://clpe.org.uk/poetry/poems/freedom-poem
https://clpe.org.uk/poetry/poems/freedom-poem
https://clpe.org.uk/poetry/poems/freedom-poem
https://clpe.org.uk/poetry/poems/i-am-writer
https://clpe.org.uk/videos/video/joseph-coelho-i-am-writer
https://clpe.org.uk/videos/video/joseph-coelho-i-am-writer
https://clpe.org.uk/videos/video/joseph-coelho-i-am-writer
https://clpe.org.uk/videos/video/joseph-coelho-i-am-writer
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a9gtdtF4xCA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a9gtdtF4xCA
https://hellopoetry.com/poem/15258/the-old-pond/
https://hellopoetry.com/poem/15258/the-old-pond/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/live-lessons/articles/z7jpywx?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/live-lessons/articles/z7jpywx?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/live-lessons/articles/z7jpywx?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://clpe.org.uk/videos/video/colette-hiller-meander
https://clpe.org.uk/poetry/poems/meander
https://clpe.org.uk/poetry/poems/meander
https://clpe.org.uk/poetry/poems/meander
https://clpe.org.uk/videos/video/kate-wakeling-free
https://clpe.org.uk/poetry/poems/free
https://clpe.org.uk/poetry/poems/free
https://clpe.org.uk/poetry/poems/free
https://clpe.org.uk/videos/video/roger-mcgough-sound-collector
https://clpe.org.uk/poetry/poems/sound-collector
https://clpe.org.uk/poetry/poems/sound-collector
https://clpe.org.uk/poetry/poems/sound-collector
https://clpe.org.uk/videos/video/john-agard-goldilocks-cctv
https://clpe.org.uk/poetry/poems/goldilocks-cctv
https://clpe.org.uk/poetry/poems/goldilocks-cctv
https://clpe.org.uk/poetry/poems/goldilocks-cctv
https://clpe.org.uk/videos/video/treasures-clare-bevan-performed-julia-donaldson
https://clpe.org.uk/poetry/poems/treasures-clare-bevan
https://clpe.org.uk/poetry/poems/treasures-clare-bevan
https://clpe.org.uk/poetry/poems/treasures-clare-bevan
https://clpe.org.uk/poetry/poems/treasures-clare-bevan
https://clpe.org.uk/
https://clpe.org.uk/

