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Story Quest is a free trail supporting families to
enjoy stories together while exploring the hidden
histories of Bradford.

Benny the Badger needs your help to be brave
as he uncovers local mysteries and completes
challenges along the way. Follow his story trail
around Bradford City Centre using the map and
trail key provided.




Running time: One hour
Accessibility: Pram and wheelchair accessible
Age: 5-11years

Getting started: The trail begins at Forster
Square Train Station and finishes at Bradford
City Library.

A road safety message from Benny: Use your
eyes and ears before your feet. Look and listen
before you cross the street.
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Meet Benny the Badger

Benny loves to read. Through

his books, he travels on amazing
adventures to new places and
magical worlds. Benny has always
wanted to go on his own adventure.
Though he is shy at heart, Benny is
brave when it matters most. Today is
the day he is going to be brave!

Benny packs his favourite snacks and
a map in his rucksack, and heads for
the heart of the city.

Benny needs your help!

Help him on his adventure by
completing the challenges as you
travel around Bradford together.




Bradford Forster Square

train station

Starting at the train station

Benny notices something by the ticket office. It’s a heritage plaque
with information about an old train.

Activity: Find the plaque to complete the inscription.

Did you know?

Britain’s finest luxury trains began with the launch of the ‘Midland’
(Pullman) coach, here in Bradford 150 years ago!




As Benny explores the train station, he
stumbles upon a magnificent old train which
has been hidden for many years.

Feeling brave, he takes a deep breath and climbs aboard.

Benny is stunned as he looks around at the inside of the
beautiful train.



Suddenly, there is a huge bang as the train door slams behind
him. He dives under a seat as the train begins to rattle and
shake, and a thick cloud of white steam fills the air.

Benny is on a magical train ride to the past!

Come with Benny as his time-travelling train takes him
on an adventure around Bradford to different sites in

its history.



The Grand Old Midland
Hotel, 1885

The train screeches to a stop and Benny nervously creeps out
from under his seat.

Opening the train door, Benny jumps out into the Victorian Era!

The city is filled with smoke from tall chimneys, and

there’s a thick smell of soot. The cobbled streets are alive
with horse-drawn carriages, workers in flat caps, and ladies
in puffy dresses.

It’s 1885 and The Midland Hotel has just been built. Train
travellers from all around will come and stay here. Benny is
amazed by the beautiful archways towering high above him.

Did you know?

The archways from the original train station can still be seen today.
The original passageway from the old train platform is inside the
hotel too.




Activity: Help Benny to complete the drawing and sketch the archway.




The Wool Exchange, 1867

As soon as Benny hops back onboard, the train begins to

move again. It comes to a stop at the Wool Exchange and the
year is 1867.

Benny can see people heading in to buy and sell the best
quality wool which will be traded all over the world. He’s sure
he’s bought books from here in the future!

Did you know?

Bradford has been producing
fabric for hundreds of
years. At this time, it was
producing around two
thirds of all UK wool and
was known as the ‘wool
capital of the world’.




Benny notices the
beautiful bright stone
and a tall tower with a
large clock.

Activity: What time is it? Add hands on the empty clock to tell

Benny what time it is for you.




4 Bradford City Hall, 1873

The train rattles Benny on in time to Bradford City Hall in 1873.

Benny hops out onto the stairs of the great City Hall. It has
just been built and Benny can see towering statues of kings
and queens carved into the stone walls. There’s Queen
Victoria, the current monarch of the day!

Can you guess how many royal figures are carved
all around the City Hall?

Benny is amazed by
the two figures at
either side of the
entrance. They must
be very important,
he thought.
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Activity: Help Benny discover the names of the figures at the

entrance. Fill them in on the picture.




© The Alhambra, 1914

Benny’s getting used to the rattling train and takes a brave
peek out the window as it travels through time to 1914.

The city is busier, fashions are changing, and transport too.
Is that a tram?

He climbs out to see a beautiful
building. It looks like a castle,
or a mosque, but in fact, it’s
the Alhambra, a theatre built

in 1914.

The theatre will stand
the test of time,
bringing sparkle and
wonder to Bradford
for many years.

Did you
know?

The Alhambra
was inspired by

Muslim kings
long ago and
the Alhambra
palace in Spain.




Activity: Help Benny find the blue plaque to learn more about

the theatre’s history and fill in the inscription.




6 A Grand Cinema, 1930

The train is really rushing forward now! Benny finds
himself in 1930 at another Bradford landmark.

With great big windows and

domes, the New Victoria

Theatre was the grandest

in all Yorkshire.

Benny can hear people
inside gasping with
delight at the shows they
are watching.

“The Wonder

Cinema of the

North” is now

known as

Bradford Live.

Benny is dazzled
by the stained-
glass windows
above him.




Activity: Can you help Benny design his very own

stained-glass window?




0 City Library

The train has brought Benny to the last stop on his adventure
— and one of his favourite places in the city. It’s present day
again and Benny is at Bradford City Library!

Jumping down from the train for the final time, he feels a bit
sad that his adventure is over. But as Benny heads into the
library and looks at all the wonderful books around him, he
realises his next adventure could be on one of these shelves.

Activity: Have a wander around the library if you can.

Can you recommend a book for Benny to borrow?

Book title:

By:

Benny might like it because:



What books do you enjoy reading?
You can sign up to your local library for free, so you can borrow
books just like Benny.

If you are under the age of 16, don’t forget to get your grown-
up to help.

Visit your local library to find out how to sign up. Or you can
sign up online: bradford.gov.uk/libraries



But wait! Benny still has a postcard to write about his
adventures. Can you help him?

Activity: Use the postcard to write to Benny’s friends
about his adventure. When you're finished, hand it in at

City Library or send us a picture on Facebook at
fb.com/BradfordLiteracyTrust.

With his new library book in hand, Benny heads home.

His friends will be waiting for him and, with your postcard,
everyone will know just how brave Benny can be. Thank you
for joining him on his big Bradford adventure!

The National Literacy Trust in Bradford works alongside
schools, families, and the wider community to empower
children with the literacy skills they need to get the most
out of life.

Find out more at Literacytrust.org.uk/Bradford

The National Literacy Trust is a registered charity no. 1116260 (England and Wales), SCO42944 (Scotland).
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