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Project aims

Our Blackpool Banquet resource is a carefully

designed, three-part learning resource that

provides a structured sequence for delivering a

1 1 writing project for pupils aged 7to 9 (Years 3 and
atlonal oz 4/LKS2), during the Spring half-term (Monday 24

February to Friday 18 April). This project, set to be

Literacy

_ st delivered in the Blackpool area, aims to nurture a
’ love of writing while enhancing pupils' key literacy
skills.

Throughout the project, pupils will explore traditional tales—each with their own
creative twist, before engaging in a range of activities aimed to support them in
recipe writing. In addition to strengthening pupils reading, writing and oracy skills,
the resource encourages a deeper appreciation for writing and the tradition of
sharing recipes.

What’s included in this resource?

e Astructured three-part learning sequence, with activities designed to help
pupils refine their recipe writing skills and confidently share their recipes.

e Aselection of recommended traditional tales for pupils to read, explore and
creatively adapt.

e An optional fourth session encouraging pupils to share their recipe with a twist.

e Appendices with links to the National Curriculum, to support teachers in aligning
the project with key literacy objectives.

How to use this resource

Follow each stage of the provided learning sequence to guide your pupils through a
recipe- writing journey, culminating in the creation of their own "recipe with a
twist".

© National Literacy Trust 2025
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Each stage includes a variety of activities to help pupils develop and refine their
recipe and writing ideas and build their confidence in sharing their work.

Before starting the project, decide how your pupils will work—either independently,
in pairs or in small groups of three—depending on what works best for your class.

The learning sequence is divided into three
sessions with an optional fourth session, each
designed to last approximately one hour:

® . session one: Explore tasty tales.

e Session two: Make, draft and edit a tasty
recipe card with your own twist!

e Session three: Write your tasty recipe!

e Session four: Share your tasty recipe!

As part of this project, The National Literacy Trust’s Blackpool Hub, in partnership
with Blackpool Council Catering Services, aims to recreate pupils own tasty recipes
from across schools in Blackpool. To do this, they are encouraging teachers to
submit their top five recipes from each class, with a focus on traditional tale dishes
that have a fun, reimagined twist, for a chance to be made and then published in
the Blackpool anthology.

The project goes live Monday 24 February with all submissions entered by Friday 18
April. Please email your submissions by this date to: blackpool@literacytrust.org.uk.

© National Literacy Trust 2025
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Session one: explore tasty tales

Session objective
To explore traditional tales inspired by food and understand what makes a good
recipe.

Learning aims

e To explore the elements of a good story through traditional tales inspired by
food.

e Tocollate ideas for how to re-imagine a traditional recipe.

e Tobegin to think about how to create our own “tasty recipe with a twist”.

Introduction (5 minutes)
Introduce the project to your class.

"Today, we’re starting a fun and creative writing project called Blackpool Banquet.

Over the next three sessions, we’ll explore stories all about food and spend time
reimagining a recipe with your own unique twist!

Throughout the project, we’ll read some food-inspired traditional tales and figure
out what makes them great. You’ll then have the opportunity to use these ideas and
create a recipe for a dish inspired by one of the stories, adding a fun twist to the
method, or ingredients needed. By the end of the project, you’ll have a chance to
perfect and share your recipe to the class or even a wider audience. Your recipe
needs to be no longer than one page of A4. For some lucky pupils, your writing may
even be featured in a special anthology filled with tasty tales and recipes from
across Blackpool! Your recipe may even be created by Blackpool Council’s very own
catering services.”

Read (15 minutes)
As a class, read one, two or more of the following food inspired traditional tales.

e The Magic Porridge Pot found here.

o Hansel and Gretel found here.

e The Gingerbread Man found here.

e Stone Soup found here.

e You may want to explore other traditional fairytales or folktales with food at
the heart of the story, such as Snow White and her poisoned apple, or
Cinderella and her pumpkin carriage she takes to the ball.

© National Literacy Trust 2025
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Discuss (10 minutes)
After reading some of the traditional tales, spend time discussing the questions
below as a class.

Which tale was your favourite and why?
What did the author of each story want
you to take away?

What do you think makes a good recipe
and why?

If the story happened today, what foods
do you think would be in it?

If you could taste the food in the story,
what do you think it would taste like?
What ingredients do you think would go
into making that food?

If you could add one ingredient to the food in the story, what would it be and
why?

How would you describe the food to someone who has never heard of it?

What would you call the dish from the story, if you made it today?

If you were making this dish for someone, what kind of occasion would it be for?

Comparing recipes (15 minutes)

As a class, compare the two versions of the recipe for ‘Buttery bear biscuits,” which
can be found in the resource downloads. You may want to print out the recipes and
have pupils highlight key features, such as:

e Instructional words: These are specific verbs or phrases used in recipes,
instructions or exams, that guide you on what actions to take in order to
complete atask (e.g., "stir", "bake", "mix").

e Titles/subtitles: Pay attention to how the recipe is structured with titles or
headings.

e Imagery: Look for descriptive language or visual elements that help bring the
recipe to life.

e Overall feel: Consider the overall appearance of the recipe. Is it fun to look
at? Does it engage the reader? Would you want to follow this recipe?

This will help pupils think critically about the key elements of an effective recipe and
how to make their own recipe card engaging and clear.

Act it out! (10 minutes)

© National Literacy Trust 2025
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In pairs, invite pupils to act out the process of making the buttery bear biscuits. Ask
pupils to imagine they are doing it for a YouTube channel or tv show, and therefore
they need to make their instructions super clear. One student can read the recipe
instructions aloud, while the other acts out the steps of making the biscuits.
Alternatively, both pupils can work together to role-play the entire process.
Encourage pupils to use props available in the classroom, such as mixing bowls,
wooden spoons, baking trays, rolling pins, cubes to represent sugar, fabric for flour,
beads for water or other creative materials to symbolise ingredients and utensils.

Remind students to be imaginative and focus on acting out the different steps
involved in biscuit-making, such as mixing, rolling, cutting and baking. During the
activity, make sure students are using the correct vocabulary related to recipe
creation, like "mix", "knead", "bake" and "roll." This will help them practice both the
process and the language used in recipe writing.

Plenary (5 minutes)

Invite pupils to free-write about their favourite food and why it is their favourite
food. “What is your favourite food and why? What does this food make you think of?
How would you describe this food? When do you eat this food?” Encourage pupils to
not worry about grammar, punctuation or spelling and simply write as much as they
can about this food.

© National Literacy Trust 2025
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Session two: make, draft and edit a tasty
recipe with your own twist!

Session objective
To practise, draft, edit and write a tasty recipe, inspired by one of the traditional
tales explored.

Learning aims

e Togenerate ideas to write a tasty recipe, inspired by a traditional tale.
e Todraft, edit and write a tasty recipe with a twist.

e Touse the instructional language needed in recipe writing.

Idea generation (25 minutes)

Invite pupils to choose one of the traditional tales explored in session one as
inspiration for their recipe writing. They may work independently, in pairs or in small
groups. Here are the story options to choose from:

e The Magic Porridge Pot found here.

o Hansel and Gretel found here.

e The Gingerbread Man found here.

e Stone Soup found here.

e Ifyou have explored other recipes
inspired by traditional tales, be sure to
include these for pupils to refer to,
during the recipe creation part of the
activity.

Once pupils have selected a story, invite them
to create the dish together as a class. There are different ways to approach this:

o Option 1: Provide the ingredients to each table group, to make alongside you.

o Option 2: Create the dish together as a class, inviting pupils one by one to
contribute to the recipe. Remember to add your creative ingredient or twist!

o Option 3: If you don't have access to the ingredients, use props available in the
classroom (such as mixing bowls, wooden spoons, baking trays, rolling pins or
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cubes, to represent sugar, fabric for flour, beads for water or other creative
materials to symbolise the ingredients and utensils).

Teacher note: For the recipe, find a child-friendly version of your chosen tale-
inspired dish (see links provided). Be sure to make any necessary adjustments for
allergens in your classroom. If you have access to a small kitchen space in the
school, you can complete the activity there. If not, act out the cooking process and
provide a “one | made earlier” version, for context or tasting.

Here are some recipe suggestions for each traditional tale inspired dish:
e Magic porridge recipe found here.

While making the porridge, consider adding a creative topping to enhance
the "magic" feel. Reference the traditional tale and be sure to include the
magic words during the cooking process—just don’t let the pot overspill!

e Gingerbread biscuits recipe found here.

After baking, spend time decorating the gingerbread people. Discuss what
would have made them so irresistible to Hansel and Gretel. Encourage pupils
to make their own gingerbread creations unique and mouthwatering.

e Stone soup recipe found here.

Discuss each ingredient added to the stone soup and why it was included.
You may want to have pupils bring in one ingredient from home to add to the
class's stone soup. The story of Stone Soup focuses on community, so be
sure to highlight this theme during the cooking process.

e Pumpkin pie found here.

While making the pumpkin pie, discuss how the ingredients combine to create
a magical dessert, similar to the pumpkin turning into a carriage in the story.
Add a special touch, like cinnamon or a decorative pattern, to enhance the
"magic" feel. Encourage students to think about how the ingredients reflect
the transformation in the tale.

Write a class recipe (30 minutes)

After the activity above, work with the class to create a recipe inspired by the
traditional tale. This will help students practice recipe-writing skills such as using
instructional verbs, titles, subheadings and imagery. Here's how to guide the
process:

© National Literacy Trust 2025
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Step one: Choose a title
Mind map a fun, creative title that ties the dish to the traditional tale.

For example:
"Magic Porridge Pot Party" or "Hansel and Gretel's Gingerbread People"

Step two: write the introduction
Write a brief introduction that connects the recipe to the story, adding a touch
of imagination.

For example:

Magic Porridge Pot Party

In the story, the magical pot makes endless porridge. Now, you can make your
own porridge with a magical twist—just don’t let it overflow!

Step three: list the ingredients

Create a simple list of ingredients needed for the recipe. Encourage pupils to
suggest what ingredients are needed - this is where they may want to add in
their twist! Make sure the quantities are clear and easy to understand.

Step four: write the method

Together, outline the steps for making the recipe. Use instructional verbs like
mix, stir, cream and bake. Add specific references to the tale to make the
method feel more connected to the story. For example, in Magic Porridge Pot,
include the magic words “Cook, little pot, cook!”

Step five: add imagery

Draw illustrations to help support your recipe. Pupils may wish to incorporate
sensory details to make the recipe more vivid. Describe how the dish looks, smells
and tastes, connecting it to the tale.

Step six: add a creative twist
Ask pupils how they can add their own twist to the recipe, if they haven’t already.

This could be a unique topping, decoration or unexpected ingredient.

Once you have finished writing your recipe, reflect on your recipe card as a class.
Plenary (5 minutes)

Invite pupils to share their recipe card with the person sitting next to them, allow
time for pupils to explore the recipe card, before feeding back their thoughts on it,

© National Literacy Trust 2025
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to their partner. What do they like about their recipe card? What could be added to
make the recipe clear to the reader? Is their tasty twist clear? Does is make their
recipe stand out from the rest?

You may wish to provide a copy of this recipe for pupils to take home or use in

session three when creating their own recipe card to be used in Blackpool’s tasty
tales anthology.

© National Literacy Trust 2025
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Session three: Write your tasty recipe!

Session objective
To write a recipe with a twist inspired by a traditional tale.

Learning aims

e Todevelop writing skills, focusing on clarity, structure and creativity.
e Towrite arecipe with a twist, inspired by a traditional tale.

e Toreview our writing based on peer feedback.

Recipe writing and illustrating (30 minutes)

Invite pupils to refer back to the recipe created as a class in session two. Pupils are
now going to have the opportunity to create their own recipe inspired by a food in a
traditional tale, ensuring their recipe has a clear title, format and illustrations,
alongside a twist! Pupils may wish to use the recipe card found in appendix one or a
plain piece of paper, to let their imaginations run wild!

Some pupils may want to recreate the recipe card from the class activity yesterday,
adding their own unique touches and personal elements. Other pupils may prefer to
explore a different recipe and create a completely new recipe card, based on
another one they’ve explored across sessions one and two. Encourage pupils to be
creative and put their own twist on their recipe cards, whether by adding
imaginative ingredients, playful titles or decorative designs. Remind them that the
top five recipe cards will have the exciting opportunity to be included in the
anthology!

Once pupils are happy with their recipe and its content, they can then spend time
enhancing their writing by ensuring they have included the following:

e Instructional verbs.

e You may wish to spend time revising instructional writing techniques beforehand.
e Aclear structure including a title and subheadings.

e lllustrations/imagery.

e A fantastic introduction to the recipe, persuading others to make it.

e You may wish to spend time revising persuasive writing techniques beforehand.

Allow adequate time for pupils to write their recipe.

© National Literacy Trust 2025 1



National
Literacy

Trust

Change your story

Peer review (10 minutes)

Once pupils are happy with their recipe, invite them to swap their work with another
person or group, who will then provide constructive feedback on the recipe they
have been given, using the peer review sheet (found in appendix two).

Once they have received their feedback, invite pupils to spend time reflecting on
the comments and then self-editing their recipe. Remember pupils do not have to
listen to every comment — if they are happy with their recipe then that is all that
matters!

Final edit (20 minutes)
Once pupils are happy with their recipe, encourage them to display their work
neatly and consider the following.

o Whatis the title going to be for your tasty recipe with a twist?

e Canyou add any colour to your illustrations or doodles which will
complement your recipe?

e Canyou add any sensory words to your recipe card, to persuade readers to
make your dish? For example, sweet and scrumptious.

Remind pupils that their work may be hosted in the printed anthology, which will be
shared with schools in Blackpool, hosting a number of tasty tales and recipes -
therefore they want to make sure their tasty recipe with a twist stands out!

© National Literacy Trust 2025
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Optional session four: Share your tasty
recipe!

Share tasty recipes with a twist (20 minutes)

Encourage pupils to share their recipe with a twist (if they wish to do so), by
presenting their recipe card to their peers. You may wish to allow time at the end
of session three, where pupils can do this in class or allow extra time for
presentation practise and host a sharing session at a time that works for you.

Optional: Host a recipe sharing event

If you choose to host a recipe-sharing event, consider organising it in the school
hall. You could invite other year groups to come and listen to the reimagined
traditional recipes with a twist, as well as parents and carers. To enhance the
experience, you might want to recreate some of the pupils recipes, allowing time
after the presentations for guests to enjoy. Display pupils recipe cards alongside
the sweet or savoury treats, so guests can marvel at the work gone into creating
such a sweet treat!

Submit your work to us!

As part of this project, we are hoping to create an anthology of tasty tales and
recipes across Blackpool. Please submit your class’s top 5 tasty recipes with a
twist. We are looking for a variety of stories with a fun, reimagined twist to print in
our anthology! Your school will get its very own copy if your pupils work is hosted in
it.

Please submit all entries by Friday 18 April via our email:
blackpool@literacytrust.org.uk

© National Literacy Trust 2025
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Appendices

Appendix one

National Curriculum links

Taken from the English programmes of study: key stages 1 and 2, taken
from National Curriculum in England
years 3 and 4 reading comprehension

Pupils should be taught to:
e develop positive attitudes to reading and understanding of what they read by:
o reading books that are structured in different ways and reading for a
range of purposes
e understand what they read, in books they can read independently, by:
o identifying how language, structure and presentation contribute to
meaning
o retrieve and record information from non-fiction

years 3 and 4 writing composition

Pupils should be taught to:
e plan their writing by:

o discussing writing similar to that which they are planning to write in
order to understand and learn from its structure, vocabulary and
grammar

e draft and write by:

o organising paragraphs around a theme

o in non-narrative material, using simple organisational devices [for
example, headings and sub-headings]

© National Literacy Trust 2025 14
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e evaluate and edit by:
o assessing the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing and
suggesting improvements

Notes and guidance for key stage two (non-statutory)

Pupils should continue to have opportunities to write for a range of real purposes
and audiences as part of their work across the curriculum. These purposes and
audiences should underpin the decisions about the form the writing should take,
such as a narrative, an explanation or a description. Pupils should understand,
through being shown these, the skills and processes that are essential for
writing: that is, thinking aloud to explore and collect ideas, drafting and re-
reading to check their meaning is clear, including doing so as the writing
develops. Pupils should be taught to monitor whether their own writing makes
sense in the same way that they monitor their reading, checking at different
levels.

Spoken language Y1-6

participate in discussions, presentations, performances, role
play/improvisations and debates

© National Literacy Trust 2025
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Appendix one

Recipe card
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Appendix two

Peer review sheet

What did you like most about the recipe | Does the recipe card have clear
card? instructional verbs? For example: mix,
stir, bake

Does the recipe card have a clear Does the recipe card have any

structure? Think about titles, illustrations/imagery? Do you have any
subheadings, bullet points etc suggestions?

Does the recipe card have an Does the recipe card have a tasty
interesting introduction? twist?

2 stars and a wish
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