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APPG on Literacy meeting minutes: parliamentary drop-in event 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Attendees 

• Gareth Snell MP 
• Samantha Dixon MP 
• Caroline Nokes MP 
• Hannah Spencer MP 
• Gagan Mohindra MP 
• Juliet Campbell MP 
• Wendy Chamberlain MP 
• Valerie Vaz MP 
• Jodie Gosling MP 
• Baroness Hayman 
• James Asser MP 
• Gregor Poynton MP 
• Ben Spencer MP 
• Aphra Brandreth MP 
• Shockat Adam MP 
• Paula Barker MP 
• Peter Fortune MP 
• Amanda Hack MP 
• Rachel Gilmour MP 
• Perran Moon MP 
• Jerome Mayhew MP 
• David Williams MP 
• Peter Swallow MP 
• Kate Osborne MP 
• Mark Pritchard MP 
• Jeff Smith MP 
• Catherine McKinnell MP 
• Matt Rodda MP 
• Representative of Nesil Caliskan 

MP 
• Representative of Polly Billington 

MP 
• Representative of Rachel Taylor 

MP 
• Representative of Maya Ellis MP 

• Representative of Alex Barros-
Curtis MP 

• Representative of Andy MacNae 
MP 

• Representative of Andy Slaughter 
MP 

• Rumeysa Gezen, Policy and Public 
Affairs Officer Student Placement, 
NLT 

• Adrian Lo, Policy and Public Affairs 
Officer Student Placement, NLT 

• Jonathan Douglas, Chief 
Executive, NLT 

• Ceri Berkovitch, Director of 
Marketing and Communications, 
NLT 

• Roisin McDermott, Head of Policy 
and Public Affairs, NLT 

• Helen Rampton, Policy and Public 
Affairs Manager, NLT 

• David Hayman, Director, National 
Year of Reading, NLT 

• Jack Phillips, Campaign Manager, 
National Year of Reading, NLT 

• Jason Vit, Assistant Director of 
Place-Based Working, NLT 

• Christina Clark, Director of 
Research, NLT 

• Hannah Riley, Social Media 
Manager, NLT 

• Event photographer  
• National Year of Reading 

ambassadors Nadia Shireen and 
Ben Mercer 

Theme: National Year of Reading 
Date: Tuesday, 30th June 2026 
Time: 15:00-17:00 
Location: Room R, Portcullis House 
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Apologies 

• Archbishop of 
York  

• Rachel Blake MP  
• Geoffrey Clifton-

Brown MP 
• John Cooper MP 
• Jo Platt MP  
• Baroness Eaton  

• Baroness Neville-
Jones 

• Roger Gale MP 
• Leigh Ingham MP  
• Baroness Grey-

Thompson 
• Ellie Chowns MP 
• Baroness Hollins 

• Mark Francois MP 
• Lord Knight of 

Weymouth 
• Lord McConnell 
• Lord Foulkes 
• Alison Griffiths MP 
• Baroness Finlay  
• Carla Denyer MP  

 
National Year of Reading parliamentary drop-in 
The event was hosted by Gareth Snell MP, inviting parliamentarians to speak to National 
Literacy Trust staff, as well as National Year of Reading ambassadors, who were available 
to discuss a wide range of our work including: 

• The National Year of Reading: purpose, mission, and achievements so far  
• National Year of Reading activity taking place in constituencies and across the UK 
• The importance of building a long-term legacy for the Year 
• National Literacy Trust research, including the results of our most recent Annual 

Literacy Survey on children and young people’s reading 
• Ways to champion literacy in their local areas, as well as within parliament, 

including by joining the APPG on Literacy and raising parliamentary questions. 
 

We then invited parliamentarians in attendance to pledge their support for the National 
Year of Reading and its legacy.  
 

 
 

 


